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Dr Sanja Van Huet 
Deakin University and CIE.   
Sanja is a palaeotologist with over 25 years experience.  She specialises in fossils found 
in unconsolidated sediments - mainly swamps and sand dunes.   

Sanja has been doing palaeontology at the Lancefield site since 1994.  She has published several papers 
on her findings and has research students working on projects related to the site over the last 3 years.   

 
 

Rebecca Ballard 
Rebecca is an Environmental Science Student at Deakin University and is currently working on a  
research project using drones to map the Bridgwater Formation. Her use of drones in mapping has been 
extended to include the area of Lancefield in the study of megafauna at the Lancefield Swamp. 
Rebecca has spoken at several International Conferences regarding her research and has been awarded 
the Betty Mayne Scientific Research Fund. Her research has led to her  
developing a new mapping technique for geological formations. 

Although Rebecca's passion is geology, she also studies Palaeontology and Taphonomy, and Lancefield 
is of particular interest to her and her drone research. As co-site manager of the 2016 Lancefield Mega-
fauna Dig, she was involved with the organisation and  
execution of a successful paleontological dig resulting in several interesting finds! 
 
 

William Parker 
William’s presentation is on analysing teeth to reconstruct the lives of the megafauna - the  
largest marsupials that ever lived. He has just completed his honours thesis with Dr Alistair Evans at 
Monash University. His research project focused on trying to understand more about the growth rates 
of extinct, giant marsupials.  
As an animal grows, it forms its teeth and bones using building-blocks from the food it eats.  Using the 
Australian synchrotron, we have scanned the chemical elements inside the fossilised teeth of giant 
'wombats' (Diprotodon) and kangaroos discovered at Lancefield. We hope to use this information to  
determine the age when a young Diprotodon stopped relying on its mother for milk and started to eat 
plant material. This helps us understand how quickly giant marsupials developed – something that is 
hard to determine from studying fossils alone. 
 

Syd Green 
Syd, a local resident, has been involved in every dig undertaken in Lancefield.  Syd has an  

extensive knowledge of the geography and history of the area and will share his stories, find-
ings and theories on the Megafauna. 


